A study of types and breeds of horses is considered an essential part of the general course in animal husbandry in secondary schools. Considerable attention and interest are centered around the scoring and judging of horses in connection with the study. It is the aim of this bulletin to give such specific instructions as will aid in making this work more practical.
The subject matter which follows is not original. Leading authorities have been consulted freely.
TEACHING THE JUDGING OF HORSES.
Value and place of the subject in the curriculum.-Practical work in stock judging has done much to arouse interest and enthusiasm in animal husbandry on the part of the student. It has also done a great deal toward allaying prejudice and developing sympathy among those who looked upon the teaching of agriculture as " book farming." Judging horses in connection with a study of types and breeds is an essential foundation work for a study of breeding, feeding, training, and general management of horses which should follow in the course. A discussion of the principles underlying the judging of draft horses should be taken up in the classroom before practical judging begins.
The ideals of to-day are the types of to-morrow, hence the importance of establishing in the minds of future judges sound ideals based upon scientific principles. A discussion of principles and points arising in practice may be profitable in the presence of the animal judged, but as a matter of convenience such discussion is often deferred until the next classroom meeting.
Use of illustrative material.-The teacher should keep in mind that the student learns largely through what he sees. In establishing ideals of animal types nothing has value equal to living specimens which approach perfection. Inasmuch as horses which approach ideal types are not common nor convenient to keep before the students, the teacher should make use of an abundance of illustrative material. Pictures of prize winners appear from time to time in all good live-stock journals. (Fig. 1 One of the chief purposes in using a score card is to train the student in observation, so no details should be overlooked. The card will give the score for perfection in the various parts. The student will enter a score which represents the amount which he judges the animal to be deficient. Head.-The head should be proportionate to the body in size. It should show character and have a pleasing appearance. (Fig. 8.) There should be freedom from excessive flesh, coarseness, and irregularities.
The appearance of the horse depends much upon the manner in which the head is carried.
Muzzle.-The muzzle should be large, the lips thin, and well controlled, covering teeth which meet evenly. Large flexible nostrils indicate good breathing power. There should be a healthy pink color to the lining of the nostrils and an absence of ulcers or a bad odor which might indicate disease.
Eyes.-The eyes should be full, bright, large, and mild and should be free from cloudiness, specks, and white spots.
Forehead. Legs.-After each part of each leg is considered the forelegs may considered in relation to the body. As suggested on the score card they should be straight, so that when viewed from the front a perpendicular line from the point of the shoulder should fall upon the center of the knee, cannon, pastern, and foot. (Fig. 10. Cannons, fetlocks, pasterns, feet.-Statements regarding the lower part of the front leg will apply equally well to the correspondingparts of the hind leg.
Legs.-As the hind legs are more important in pulling a load, it is even more important that they are straight than it is that the front legs are not crooked. As suggested in the score card when viewed Fig. 12. -Judging action. Horse moving away from student at a walk. from behind, a perpendicular line from the point of the buttock should fall upon the center of the hock, cannon, pastern, and foot. (Fig. 11. The statements made concerning the forelegs of the draft horse will apply for the most part to the light-harness horse. The length of muscle and bone will be proportionally greater in the light horse. There should be an absence of all coarseness, and every indication of quality.
BODY.
A strong constitution is indicated by the light horse more by depth of chest than by breadth. The ribs should be well sprung, deep, and close.
The back should be short and well muscled as an indication of strength. The loin should be short and broad and the croup long and level. Both loin and croup should be well rounded out with strong muscles.
HINDQUARTERS.
As with the forequarters, so with the hindquarters, the limbs with their body connections should be constructed for speed. The muscles of the thighs, quarters, and gaskins should be long and heavy.
The hocks should be wide, straight, and clean. The cannons should be comparatively short and give evidence of clean bone. The pasterns should have a good slope. The feet and legs should be given special attention.
It will be noted that the score cards give relatively more value to action with light horses than with the draft horses. 
